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The proposed bill deadline has passed and the deadlines to vote to draft committee bills 
are fast approaching.  Thus, while there will be some new committee bills to add to Table 
1 below in the coming weeks, the overall number of bills that are still alive will decrease 
significantly by the end of this week and then again at the end of March when most 
committees have their deadline to favorably report bills.  Table 1 below is a list of select 
environment, energy, and land use bills that may be of interest; it is not a comprehensive 
listing of bills. 

There are, of course, too many bills to summarize here but if you are interested in climate 
change or clean energy, two bills that may be of particular interest are: 

HB 5128 – An Act Concerning Certain Revisions to the Coastal Zone Management 
Statutes, is one of several bills that seek to address land use planning and permitting 
issues related to or resulting from significant storm events and from rising sea levels.  See 
also HB 5127, SB 351, and SB 376.  The proposed bill (1) adds rising sea levels to the 
list of considerations for shoreline planning; (2) establishes a coastal development policy 
to foster a long-term strategic retreat from coastal lands that are likely to be lost or 
repeatedly damaged due to erosion; (3) requires coastal site plan applicants to plan for the 
impact of rising sea levels on their projects; and (4) authorizes local commissions to 
prevent reconstruction of damaged coastal buildings under limited circumstances 
enumerated in the bill.  The legislature has also convened a bipartisan Climate Change 
and Shoreline Preservation Task Force to examine issues similar to those raised in the 
proposed bills listed above.  Its next meeting is March 27 at 2:00 p.m. in Room 1E of the 
Legislative Office Building. 

SB 415 – An Act Concerning The Operations Of The Department Of Energy And 
Environmental Protection, The Establishment Of A Commercial Property Assessed Clean 
Energy Program, Water Conservation And The Operations Of The Clean Energy Finance 
And Investment Authority, implements many of the Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection's recommended revisions to Connecticut's energy and utility 
statutes and authorizes the Clean Energy Finance and Investment Authority to issue its 
own bonds and establish capital reserve funds.  It also authorizes municipalities to 
establish, or to join other municipalities in establishing, sustainable energy programs to 
facilitate energy improvements for commercial and industrial buildings within such 
municipality.  The programs will allow qualifying commercial and industrial building 
owners to purchase and install renewable energy systems that are financed though a 
municipal benefits assessment that may be secured by a lien on the property.  The bill 
also authorizes the municipality to issue program bonds secured by the benefits 
assessment.  
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Legislative Update – May 10, 2012 
 
 
The legislative session adjourned late yesterday evening.  The table below is a preliminary list of 
new Public Acts regarding environment, energy, and land use that may be of interest (based on 
information available at this time).  This is not intended to be a comprehensive list but rather a 
select list based on bills we have been monitoring during the session.  The Acts are organized in 
the table by their committee of origin.  If you do not see a bill that you were interested in, you 
can find a list of all bills that passed one chamber or the other on the General Assembly's 
website:  http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/lbp/lobp.htm.  
 
Many of the Acts passed in the closing days of the session do not have Public Act numbers yet; 
as the Public Act numbers become available, they will appear on the "Bill Status" page.  If a bill 
was amended but did not receive a new file copy before final passage, then the most recent file 
copy is listed in the table below along with links to each of the subsequent amendments (e.g., 
House A; Senate A) adopted. 
 
The Governor has 15 days from the date of receipt of an engrossed bill to either sign or veto the 
bill.  If after 15 days he has not signed or vetoed the bill, it automatically becomes law.  If any 
Public Acts are vetoed, the legislature will hold a veto session to consider or attempt to override 
those vetoes. 
 

Table 1:  Environment, Energy, and Land Use Related Bills 
 

 
Committee of 
Origin 

 
Bill 
No. 

 
 
Title 

Bill 
Status 
Report 

 
File Copy as of 

5/10/12 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

Environment 88 AAC THE PUBLIC'S RIGHT TO KNOW OF A 
SEWAGE SPILL 

Bill Status Public Act 12-11 
Signed by Gov'r 

Environment 254 AA RESTRICTING THE APPLICATION OF 
FERTILIZERS THAT CONTAIN PHOSPHATE 

Bill Status File No. 364; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by Sen. A  

Environment 347 AAC THE STATE'S OPEN SPACE PLAN Bill Status File No. 589; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by Sen. A 

Environment 350  AA REQUIRING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
MANUFACTURER MERCURY THERMOSTAT 
COLLECTION AND RECYCLING PROGRAMS 

Bill Status File No. 372; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by Sen. A 
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Committee of 
Origin 

 
Bill 
No. 

 
 
Title 

Bill 
Status 
Report 

 
File Copy as of 

5/10/12 
Environment 351 AAC CERTAIN CEMETERY EROSION 

MITIGATION EFFORTS WITHIN THE COASTAL 
BOUNDARY 

Bill Status File No. 277; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by Sen. A 

Environment 376 AAC THE COASTAL MANAGEMENT ACT AND 
SHORELINE FLOOD AND EROSION CONTROL 
STRUCTURES 

Bill Status File No. 282; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by Sen. A 
and Sen. B 

ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 
Energy and 
Technology 

23 AA ENHANCING EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
AND RESPONSE 

Bill Status File No. 401; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by Sen. A 

Energy and 
Technology 

5271 AAC THE SITING COUNCIL Bill Status File No. 55; Senate 
and House passed 

Energy and 
Technology 

5543 AAC THE CREATION AND EXPANSION OF 
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 

Bill Status File No. 454; Senate 
and House passed 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Planning and 
Development 

263 AAC LIABILITY OF ZONING ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS 

Bill Status File No. 49; Senate 
and House passed 

Planning and 
Development 

345 AAC MUNICIPAL FLOOD AND EROSION 
CONTROL BOARDS 

Bill Status File No. 371; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by Sen. A 

Planning and 
Development 

440 AAC PHOSPHOROUS REDUCTION IN STATE 
WATERS 

Bill Status File No. 377; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by Sen. B 

Planning and 
Development 

5315 AA AUTHORIZING PLANNING COMMISSIONS 
TO NOTIFY REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCIES 
OF SUBDIVISION APPLICATIONS BY 
ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Bill Status Public Act 12-27 

Planning and 
Development 

5318 AAC THE REVISION OF MUNICIPAL CHARTERS Bill Status Public Act 12-34 

Planning and 
Development 

5319 AAC PERSONS AGGRIEVED BY DECISIONS OF 
MUNICIPAL LAND USE BOARDS AND THE 
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATING MUNICIPAL 
BLIGHT ORDINANCES. 

Bill Status File No. 649; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by House B 

Planning and 
Development 

5320 AAC BONDS AND OTHER SURETY FOR 
APPROVED SITE PLANS AND SUBDIVISIONS 

Bill Status File No. 349; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by House A 

OTHER COMMITTEES 
Banks 5073 AAC REVISIONS TO CONNECTICUT'S MODEL 

ENTITY TRANSACTIONS ACT AND THE 
CONNECTICUT BUSINESS CORPORATION ACT 

Bill Status Public Act 12-32 

Commerce 5342 AAC REVISIONS TO THE STATE'S BROWNFIELD 
REMEDIATION AND DEVELOPMENT STATUTES 

Bill Status File No. 441; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by House A 

Commerce 5343 AAC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT THROUGH 
STREAMLINED AND IMPROVED BROWNFIELD 
REMEDIATION PROGRAMS 

Bill Status File No. 389; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by House A 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/lbp/lobp.htm
http://www.cga.ct.gov/env/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/env/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/env/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/env/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/env/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/env/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=88&which_year=2012&SUBMIT1.x=14&SUBMIT1.y=5
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/ACT/Pa/pdf/2012PA-00011-R00SB-00088-PA.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=254&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012SB-00254-R000364-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/amd/S/pdf/2012SB-00254-R00SA-AMD.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=347&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012SB-00347-R000589-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/amd/S/pdf/2012SB-00347-R00SA-AMD.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=350&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012SB-00350-R000372-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/amd/S/pdf/2012SB-00350-R00SA-AMD.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=351&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012SB-00351-R000277-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/amd/S/pdf/2012SB-00351-R00SA-AMD.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=376&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012SB-00376-R000282-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/amd/S/pdf/2012SB-00376-R00SA-AMD.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/amd/S/pdf/2012SB-00376-R00SB-AMD.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/et/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/et/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/et/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=23&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012SB-00023-R000401-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/amd/S/pdf/2012SB-00023-R00SA-AMD.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=5271&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012HB-05271-R000055-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=5543&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012HB-05543-R000454-FC.pdf
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2 

 
Committee of 
Origin 

 
Bill 
No. 

 
 
Title 

Bill 
Status 
Report 

 
File Copy as of 

5/10/12 
Environment 351 AAC CERTAIN CEMETERY EROSION 

MITIGATION EFFORTS WITHIN THE COASTAL 
BOUNDARY 

Bill Status File No. 277; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by Sen. A 

Environment 376 AAC THE COASTAL MANAGEMENT ACT AND 
SHORELINE FLOOD AND EROSION CONTROL 
STRUCTURES 

Bill Status File No. 282; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by Sen. A 
and Sen. B 

ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 
Energy and 
Technology 

23 AA ENHANCING EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
AND RESPONSE 

Bill Status File No. 401; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by Sen. A 

Energy and 
Technology 

5271 AAC THE SITING COUNCIL Bill Status File No. 55; Senate 
and House passed 

Energy and 
Technology 

5543 AAC THE CREATION AND EXPANSION OF 
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 

Bill Status File No. 454; Senate 
and House passed 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Planning and 
Development 

263 AAC LIABILITY OF ZONING ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS 

Bill Status File No. 49; Senate 
and House passed 

Planning and 
Development 

345 AAC MUNICIPAL FLOOD AND EROSION 
CONTROL BOARDS 

Bill Status File No. 371; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by Sen. A 

Planning and 
Development 

440 AAC PHOSPHOROUS REDUCTION IN STATE 
WATERS 

Bill Status File No. 377; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by Sen. B 

Planning and 
Development 

5315 AA AUTHORIZING PLANNING COMMISSIONS 
TO NOTIFY REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCIES 
OF SUBDIVISION APPLICATIONS BY 
ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Bill Status Public Act 12-27 

Planning and 
Development 

5318 AAC THE REVISION OF MUNICIPAL CHARTERS Bill Status Public Act 12-34 

Planning and 
Development 

5319 AAC PERSONS AGGRIEVED BY DECISIONS OF 
MUNICIPAL LAND USE BOARDS AND THE 
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATING MUNICIPAL 
BLIGHT ORDINANCES. 

Bill Status File No. 649; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by House B 

Planning and 
Development 

5320 AAC BONDS AND OTHER SURETY FOR 
APPROVED SITE PLANS AND SUBDIVISIONS 

Bill Status File No. 349; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by House A 

OTHER COMMITTEES 
Banks 5073 AAC REVISIONS TO CONNECTICUT'S MODEL 

ENTITY TRANSACTIONS ACT AND THE 
CONNECTICUT BUSINESS CORPORATION ACT 

Bill Status Public Act 12-32 

Commerce 5342 AAC REVISIONS TO THE STATE'S BROWNFIELD 
REMEDIATION AND DEVELOPMENT STATUTES 

Bill Status File No. 441; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by House A 

Commerce 5343 AAC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT THROUGH 
STREAMLINED AND IMPROVED BROWNFIELD 
REMEDIATION PROGRAMS 

Bill Status File No. 389; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by House A 
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Committee of 
Origin 

 
Bill 
No. 

 
 
Title 

Bill 
Status 
Report 

 
File Copy as of 

5/10/12 
Commerce 5344 AAC STREAMLINING THE STATE'S 

STORMWATER GENERAL PERMITTING 
PROCESS 

Bill Status File No. 627; Senate 
and House passed as 
amended by House B 

 
 If you have any questions regarding this newsletter or would like more detailed 
information, please contact Matt Ranelli at (860) 251-5748 or mranelli@goodwin.com.  You can 
also contact any member of the Real Estate, Environmental and Land Use Group by calling 
(860) 251-5000 or by visiting Shipman & Goodwin's website at http://www.shipmangoodwin.com. 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/pd/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/pd/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/pd/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/pd/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/pd/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/pd/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/pd/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=263&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012SB-00263-R000049-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=345&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012SB-00345-R000371-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/amd/S/pdf/2012SB-00345-R00SA-AMD.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=440&which_year=2012&SUBMIT1.x=17&SUBMIT1.y=11
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012SB-00440-R000377-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/amd/S/pdf/2012SB-00440-R00SB-AMD.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=5315&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/ACT/Pa/pdf/2012PA-00027-R00HB-05315-PA.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=5318&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/ACT/Pa/pdf/2012PA-00034-R00HB-05318-PA.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=5319&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012HB-05319-R000649-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/amd/H/pdf/2012HB-05319-R00HB-AMD.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=5320&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012HB-05320-R000349-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/amd/H/pdf/2012HB-05320-R00HA-AMD.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/ba/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=5073&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/ACT/Pa/pdf/2012PA-00032-R00HB-05073-PA.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=5342&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/ce/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/ce/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/ce/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012HB-05342-R000441-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/amd/H/pdf/2012HB-05342-R00HA-AMD.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=5343&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012HB-05343-R000389-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/amd/H/pdf/2012HB-05343-R00HA-AMD.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=5344&which_year=2012
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/FC/pdf/2012HB-05344-R000627-FC.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2012/amd/H/pdf/2012HB-05344-R00HB-AMD.pdf
mailto:mranelli@goodwin.com
http://www.shipmangoodwin.com



